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What is Gender Based Violence (GBV) 

Gender-based violence (GBV) - UMBRELLA term for any harmful act that is perpetrated against a person’s will and 
that is based on socially ascribed differences between males and females.

Refers to acts that inflict physical, sexual, mental harm, suffering, threats of such acts, coercion, and other 
deprivations of liberty.


Categories of GBV: 

• sexual violence (rape, sexual assault, sexual harassment, trafficking, sexual exploitation), 

• physical violence (hitting, slapping, beating), 

• emotional violence (psychological and verbal abuse), 

• economic violence (restriction of movement, denial of resources), 

• harmful traditional practices (child marriage, female genital mutilation, so- called “honour” killings),.

• Technological violence- harassment – Cyber Violence (Cyberstalking, revenge porn, harassment, sextortion, doxing, 

EE trafficking)




THE ESSENCE 
OF GENDER 

BASED 
VIOLENCE 

A 17-year-old girl who is a survivor of 
sexual violence, 


“being a girl is like being born into a 
prison. No place is safe, not even your 
own home, not on online, and you are 
always at risk of being harassed, 
abducted, raped or forced into marriage 
even when you don’t want to.” 



What is Gender Based Violence 
GBV commonly used to refer to violence perpetrated against women & girls.

Women are majority of survivors/victims due to the deeply-entrenched patriarchal 
beliefs, attitudes and social norms that prevail in numerous communities 

W&Gs have a perceived subordinate status, cultivating an environment that is conducive 
to deprivations of liberty and abuse. 

reinforced through various socio- cultural institutions, such as educational, religious and 
legal institutions
Intimate partner violence (IPV) most common form of VAWG. Due to prevailing 
social norms that sanction male dominance over women, IPV is perceived as an 
ordinary/normal element of relationships, esp. in the context of marriage/or other 
unions (SDG5.2).



Global prevalence of violence against 
 women

Nearly 1 in 3 women worldwide have experienced intimate 
partner violence or sexual violence by a non-partner


	 	 Intimate partner violence: 

Source: WHO et al., Violence Against Women Prevalence Estimates 
(2021).


over 1 in 4(3) women 
in their lifetime


over 1 in 10 (5) women 
in the past 12 months

https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/violence-prevention/vaw_report_web_09032021_oleksandr.pdf?sfvrsn=a82ef89c_5&download=true






Source: WHO et al., Violence Against Women Prevalence Estimates (2021).).

 

https://cdn.who.int/media/docs/default-source/documents/violence-prevention/vaw_report_web_09032021_oleksandr.pdf?sfvrsn=a82ef89c_5&download=true


GENDER RELATED KILLINGS 
DUE TO INTIMATE PARTNER 
VIOLENCE


Women are also much more 
likely than men, to be  killed 
by their intimate partners or 
family members according to 
official data collected by 
UNODC. 

https://dataunodc.un.org/data/homicide/Intentional%20homicide%20by%20intimate%20partner
https://dataunodc.un.org/data/homicide/Intentional%20homicide%20by%20intimate%20partner


Intersections of 
Cyber Violence 
Against Women 

What is the prevalence & impact of CVAWG?


Cyber stalking by a partner or ex-partner 
follows the same patterns as offline stalking 
and is therefore intimate partner violence, 

simply facilitated by technology



CYBERVIOLENCE 



IMPACT!! 
Online abuse 

is silencing 
voices of 
women & 

girls 



GENDER BASED VIOLENCE: THE IMPACT

violence against children (VAC) 
and GBV  linked; Intergenerational 

cycle well established with boys 
more likely to perpetrate, & girls 
more likely to become victims as 

adults if exposed to childhood 
violence 

costing studies estimated GBV is 
high and costly to a country 

social costs that compromise 
sexual and reproductive health, 
mental health, social wellbeing, 
productivity, mobility & capacity 

of survivors to live healthy, 
fulfilling lives 

traumatic event multiplying 
effect with mental health 
problems for Women and 

children 

inhibits women from decision-
making within the household, at 
work, political, economic, social 

spheres, impacting on 
participation in public activities 

and, in exercising their 
citizenship. 

Social & political significance of 
GBV also include the inaction of 
society in defending  the human 
rights of women, and denying a 

public discussion of these crimes



International 
Guidelines 
UNODC – as custodian 
agency 



SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS

2030 Agenda, a 
framework of 231 
unique indicators, 

adopted by General 
Assembly in 2017. 

2020 SDG 16 gained one 
new indicator: indicator 

16.3.3 on access to 
formal dispute 

resolution mechanisms. 

All global indicators in 
the SDGs, have a 

designated custodian 
agency

https://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/70/1&Lang=E


SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 
AND IPV- Custodian Agency
 
GOAL 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls 
Target 5.2: Eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls in public & 
private spheres, including trafficking and sexual and other types of exploitation

 
Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 
development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable 
and inclusive institutions at all levels.

Target 16.1: Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related death rates 
everywhere



International standards and norms on VAW establish 3 key 
elements for criminal justice responses



1. The right to be free from GBV/VAW

Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of 

Discrimination against 
Women (CEDAW)

• Measures against 
discrimination against 
women


• Equal protection of rights of 
women and men


• Equality with men before the 
law 

CEDAW Committee (General 
Recommendations 19&35)

• Gender-based violence 
targets or affects women 
(and girls) disproportionately


• It is a form of gender-based 
discrimination and inhibits 
women’s equal enjoyment of 
human rights



2. Due diligence 
obligation 
concerning GBV/
VAW UN Declaration on VAW:


“exercise due diligence to 
prevent, investigate and, in 
accordance with national 
legislation, punish acts of 
violence against women, 
whether those acts are 
perpetrated by the State or 
by private persons.”


Prevention

Protection

Prosecution

Punishment

Provision of redress and reparations



• Declaration of Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime and Abuse 
of Power


• Updated Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the Elimination of 
Violence against Women in the Field of Crime Prevention and Criminal 
Justice (1997/2010)


• Guidelines on Justice in Matters involving Child Victims and Witnesses 
of Crime (2005)


• United Nations Model Strategies and Practical Measures on the 
Elimination of Violence against Children in the Field of Crime 
Prevention and Criminal Justice (2014)

3. Gender-responsive criminal justice for 
victims and survivors

United Nations standards and norms in crime prevention and criminal justice




Updated Model Strategies & Practical Measures

• Resolution adopted 
by the GA 


• Strategies & 
measures that States 
could meet on 
international 
obligation of due 
diligence: the 
updated Model 
Strategies and 
Practical Measures 
on the Elimination of 
Violence against 
Women in the Field 
of Crime Prevention 
and Criminal Justice

• Human rights-based- ensuring gender inequality which create 
gender-specific vulnerabilities that disadvantage women 
eg.economic, legal dependency, gender stereotyping; dignity &  
respect during the criminal justice process


• Victim-centred - needs of the victims  @ core of any 
intervention, empowering; prioritize victim’s physical & 
psychological safety; assist victims in  engagement with CJP vs 
holding them responsible for their well-justified “reluctance” to 
cooperate with CJS; counter victim-blaming; secondary 
victimization


• Ensure offender accountability- take action to hold the 
perpetrators accountable e.g. penalize perpetrators of violence & 
maximize victim’s cooperation in CJP .



 
REFLECTIONS:  
Against the backdrop of  
norms & standards etc…….

Are women feeling more confident to report 
GBV?


And are they obtaining the assistance that 
they seek? 



Reporting of GBV by 
victims/survivors 

Reflections – comments 



•Globally, 243m women subjected to sexual &/ 
physical violence by an intimate partner during 
COVID 19 
 
Globally, 10- 40 %  of women, who experience 
violence, do not report these crimes or seek help 

 



Justice Chain & Attrition 
Analysis of where along the justice chain obstacles occur can address justice effectively & can be used as the basis for legal 
amendments, the introduction of new policy, training.

14% of cases reported 
to the authorities 8% of those go to trial Of these, 4.5% lead 

to convictions

considerable number of 
cases remained 

“invisible” to the 
criminal justice system.



High “attrition” rate of violence against 
women cases – research at UNODC

Reported cases

Charges against 
perpetrator(s)

Conviction of 
perpetrator(s)

https://asiapacific.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2017/09/the-trial-of-rape


What are the implications of a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer at each point in the chain in 
terms of whether the victim has access to justice?

Domestic 
violence occurs

Does the victim 
report?

To whom does 
the victim report? 

Do the police 
investigate?

Is the perpetrator 
released on bail 

or held in pretrial 
detention

Is there sufficient 
evidence to 

proceed?

Does the case go 
to trial

Does the victim 
testify?

Is the perpetrator 
convicted or 

aquitted?

What is the 
sentence?

Is the sentence 
enforced? Is it 
suspended?



Discussion 

1. What are the Causes of Under-reporting of Cases of GBV? 
10 min reflection 

2. FEEDBACK 



 
 
REPORTING 
 
  rates 

• SADC region - victims generally do not seek legal recourse 
because of inhibiting factors such as


• - fear of being blamed for breaking up the family, fear of 
reprisals from their spouse, shame about airing their personal 
affairs in public, economic dependency, 


• - belief that police/ legal agencies will not back the victims up 
and are ineffective


• - women usually blame themselves for the violence, due to 
cultural/ social norms, internalize social values that see female 
subordination as "natural"; 


• - accept cultural norms that regulate a couple/ roles of spouse/
mother; idealize the family and   marriage; and dominant cultural 
mandates



DNA EVIDENCE IN SGBV 

With the majority of the perpetrators being unidentified, not prosecuted, not 
rehabilitated, sexual crimes will remain high

DNA evidence may be recovered at the scene of a sexual crime, which has the 
potential to form tangible evidence, to link the perpetrator to the act / crime 
scene 

In sexual crimes, DNA evidence is therefore crucial in the identification of the 
offender. 



DNA EVIDENCE

Standards required, protocols, legislation, roles and responsibilities  

Capacity is essential on  procedures, technical issues,  evidence recovery, handling, 
transportation, presentation, interpretation of DNA evidence 

Failure to conduct forensic investigative methods will impact negatively on cases, 
especially of children who cannot readily communicate/ identify a suspect 



Conclusion: improving Access to justice 

Critical to ensuring 
women’s access to 

justice is to:

challenge & change 
behaviours, 
practices, 

procedures

Address obstacles 
for equal access to 
justice for women

Collaborate, & 
promote those 

practices that ensure 
better access. 



GROUP EXERCISE: Statements
1.Alcohol and drugs cause domestic violence


3. Domestic violence happens only once or 
twice in a relationship


4.Children are not at risk for being hurt or 
injured


5.Rape Is Mainly the Result of Men’s 
Uncontrollable Sexual Desire 


6.Women’s Reckless Behavior Leads to 
Rape 

7.Rape Occurs Only Under Limited 
Circumstances 

8.Domestic Violence is a private issue for 
families.

9.Husbands cannot rape their wives

10.The situation cannot be that bad or 
she would leave the home 

11.There is no point in helping women 
because they go back to the abuser.



THE END 
Refections, questions 



Linda.naidoo@un.org

• That’s it!


• Thank you 


