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Recent books
Data-based approach to headline
issues, making the data intell igible and 
accessible



THE
IMPORTANCE
OF SCIENCE
COMMUN-
ICATION

01 Risk & Fear
Media cove rage of c r ime and 
mass d isas te r c rea tes false
pe r cep t i ons of who is mos t at 
r isk and who is to be feared
as a p e r p e t r a t o r . This appl ies 
to c r ime AND c l imate change.

Med ia cove rage can put
cases, inc iden ts , even ts and 
sc ien t i f i c p rocesses on the 
pub l i c agenda – and on the
s ta te agenda. This can
p r o m p t agenc ies and donors  
to a l loca te resources to a
pe rce i ved prob lem.

Expectations
False rep resen ta t i ons , poor
unde rs tand ing of a prob lem
can lead to mismatched
expec ta t i ons , or (worse)
enable consp i r acy theor ies .

Strategies
A poor unde rs tand ing of a
p rob lem o f t en dr i ves suppor t  
f o r i napp rop r ia t e so lu t ions –
at the expense of so lu t ions
tha t wou ld be more 
impac t fu l .

Resources

02 04

03

Media coverage is often the first or 
only way that people 'learn' about 
violent crime, conflict, and mass 
disaster incidents.



Media head l ines l ike ce r ta i n t y  
and sensat iona l i sm. How can
you coun te r th is w i t h o u t los ing 
med ia / pub l i c in te res t?

PROBABILITY
VS
CERTAINTY

Network
Work to develop a network of 

media contacts/share your
organisation's details

Limitations
Be clear about what your

technology/processes can and 
CANNOT do.

DNA
DNA is not the only forensic tool –

and it may not be the right tool.
Discuss ethics and safety.

Clear definitions
Standardise terms and

explanations, learn how to
communicate scient i f ic concepts



Transparency
Follow scient i f ic/academic (best) 
pract ices about open data,
correct ions, etc.

Accessibility
Share your data, your studies, your
challenges. Be pro -act ive in engagement.

Representation
What do forensic scient ists look like? Whose 
interests do they represent?

WHERE CAN
YOU START?




